














































































VIRGINIA 
Is the RepubLican Tide Still Running? 

The tragic death of Republican U.S. Senate nominee Richard 
Obenshain in the August 2 crash of a light plane robbed the 
Virginia GOP of its most effective political organizer and also 
threw the Senate race inlo immediate disarray. In the two 
months since he secured his party's Senate nominalion in a 
hard-rought convention struggle. Obenshain had made con· 
siderable headway in closing the huge gap his Democralic 
rival Andrew Miller had enjoyed in the polls. While Oben· 
sha in remained the distinct underdog. his tenacity and the 
naccid state of Miller's campaign organization gave the con· 
se rvativc Republican's arden t supporters hope of an upset. 

Obenshain 's death produced grief throughou t the state GOP. 
Respected both for his personal integrity and affability. 
Obenshain will be genuinely missed by many who did not 
share his undiluted conservatism. 

After the Obenshain funeral , maneuvering began in earnest 
for the Republican Senate nomination. John Warner seemed 
the logical choice because of his slrong second place showing 
at the June 3 State Convention and his undoubted ability 10 

run a well financed campaign. Nevertheless. resentment 
among Obenshain supporters at Warner's celebrity oriented 
campaign and alleged Johnny-come-lately entry to party 
politics stirred a brief nurry of interest in other possibili
ties. 

Soon all the realistic alterna tives to Warner took themselves 
out of content ion. Former Governor Linwood liolton, per· 
haps a trine more liberal than Warner. but clearly no inter· 
loper to state GOP politics, seemed attractive to some pro
Obenshain party regulars. liolton. who had just sett led into 
a new job after his abortivc Senate nomination bid, quickly 
scotched this possibility . Similar expressions of disinterest 
came over thc next several days from former Governor Mills 
Godwin. U.S. Representati ves J. Kenneth Robinson and M. 
Caldwell Butler , and State Senator Nathan Miller. Warner 
huddled with Governor John Dalton to get the Governor's 
blessing and advice on mounting a unified campaign . In 
addition he provided assurances to key Obenshain supporters 
that he would help erase the Obenshain campaign debt. 
Having touched all bases and not looking too eager, Warner 
received the Senate nomination by acclamation from the 
Virginia Republican State Central Committee. 

Virginia is the on ly state in which the Democrats have lost 
every Senatorial , gubernatorial and Presidential race since 
1968. Former Virginia Attorney General Andrew Miller, a 
middle·of-the-road Democrat , is seeking to break this losing 
streak. Miller's support seems to be a mile-wide and an inch 
deep . While garnering public support from an impressive 
span of the Democratic spectrum Miller has genera ted little 
grassroots enthusiasm. His recent spurning of an offer of 
campaign support from populist Democrat Henry Howell 
may cool already tepid Miller sen timent among pro·Howell 
black and union voters. Warner innictcd some damage upon 
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himself by agreeing with a television reporter tha t he as Navy 
Secretary had slowed the pace of in tegration pressed for by 
Admiral Elmo Zumwalt. Warner nevertheless seems to have a 
much beller organized campaign than Miller and should 
close the six point lead (34 percent to 28 percenl) that Mil
ler showed in a mid-September poll by the Richmol/d Times
Disparcll. Both candidates are projecting a fuzzy, although 
moderately conservative, image. If this continues, Warner 
may win on his greater celebrity appeal. His wife , 
actress Elizabeth Taylor , is playing a somewhat less promi
nent role than in pre-COP Convention campaigning. Warner 
is thus coming across more as his own person. while still re
ceiving a powerful boost from his popular wife. 

Republicans stand an even chan ce of seizing the Eighth Dis
trict Congressional seat held by the often abrasive Democratic 
Congressman Herbert Harris. The Republican nominee, Fair· 
fax County Executive Jack Herrily, a modera te conservative, 
enjoys the sallle name recogn ition as his liberal Democratic 
opponent. Republican challe nger Frank Wolf stands an out
side chance in the Tenth District for the Northern Virginia 
seat held by Democrat Joel Fishe r. Generally, except for 
Harris, incumbents of both parties seem likely to win reo 
election. 

No state legislative or state office elections are scheduled 
this year since Virginia Democrats years ago realized they 
would be better off if the state elections were scheduled in 
odd numbered years , when Republicans could ne\·er benefit 
from Presidential coa ttails. 

WASHINGTON 
Cunningham 's ulsi Siand? 

There are no statewide races in Washington in 1978 but Re· 
pUblicans have a chance to pick up two House seats while the 
scat of freshman Republican Representative Jack Cunning
ham or Seattle is in 50ll1e jeopardy. The best chance is in the 
Second Dist rict where Democratic Representa tive Lloyd 
Meeds is retiring. Republican John Nance Garner, grand 
nrphew of Roosevelt's Vice President , carne within 542 
votes of victory in 1976 and is presently leading Democrat 
AI Swift, a former TV commentator, who won an upset 
victory in the Democratic primary over former Jackson 
press secretary Brian Corcoran . Swift has run a good cam
paign and this one is likely to be very close. Republicans also 
have a good chance to win the Fifth District seat where 
Democratic Representative Thomas Foley is faced by Repub
lican Duane Alton , a conservative tire dealer, who got 44 per
cent of the vote in 1976 after replacing the regular Republi
can candida te who was killed in a plane crash. Alton is run· 
ning an aggressive campaign this time in a distr ict that has 
gone heavily for Republican Presidential candidates. 

Conservative RepUblican Representative Jack Cunningham 
who has introduced legislation to abrogate all U.S. treaties 
with Ind ian tribes was elec ted in a special election in 1977 in 
the dis trict fo rmerly represented by Secretary of Transporta. 
tion Brock Adams. He has had some problems regarding 
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misuses of the frank and is opposed by King County Council· 
man Mike Lowry who ran very strongly in the Democratic 
primary. Cunningham has a massive campaign fund of over 
$500,000 and strong support from national New Right 
groups. However, lowry is runn ing a strong campaign in a 
blue collar distr icl. The race is a tossup. 

Republicans are also put ting on a major effort to win the 
State House of Representatives which presently has a 62·36 
Democratic majority. Likely results 3re the gain of 5·10 
seats but not enough to change control. 

WEST VIRG INIA 
More of Moore? 

In 1933. Senator Jennings Randolph began his career in 
government, one which has spanned the administrations of 
eight presidents. Now, at age 76, the venerable New Dealer 
is attempting reelection to the Senate for the fifth time. 
But he faces a stiff challenge from West Virginia's foremost 
Republican politician, 55 year old fo rmer Governor Arch 
Moore. 

The most recent polls show Randolph holding a slim, four 
point lead over Moore. But a large block of undecided 
vo ters could turn the tide in Moore's favor. 

Although the septuagenarian Randolph has broken with the 
Administration on public works (he is Chai rman of the 
Senate Public Works Committee, the foremost pork barrel 
unit in Congress) and the Panama Canal Treaties (he voted 
"no" only after ratification was assured), his strung liberal 
identification , coupled with his powerful position on Capi· 
tol Hill , have twice attracted President Carter to his side on 
the Mountaineer campaign trail. Randolph is hoping that the 
President's riSing popularity with the voters will help him 
win reelection. 

Meanwhile, Moore's supporters are hoping their man's pop· 
ularity, his opponent's age. and the more conservative tenor 
of the times will combine to send a West Virginia Republi
can to the Senate for the first time since Randolph replaced 
Senator (by appointment) John D. Hoblitzell in 1958. 

As for the state's House delegation , most seats will remain 
in the hands of the incumbents. The most interesting race 
pits Harley Staggers, long·time Chairman of the powerful 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee, against a su r· 
prisingly strong challenger, Cleveland Benedict. 

WISCONSIN 
A New Era for the COP 

The pas t year has been one .of resurgence for Wisconsin Re· 
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publicans. The party could hardly have fallen any further. 
Democrats had seized all of the state constitutional offices, 
bo th U.S. Senate sealS , seven of nine seats in the U.S. House 
of Representatives and a two thirds control of both houses 
of the state legislature. 

Early this year the Sixth District's brilliant Republican Con· 
gressman William Steiger became the fi rst Wisconsin Repub· 
lican since Joe McCarthy to become a household word 
around the nation. Steiger had already earned a reputation 
as Congress' most articulate opponent of military conscrip· 
tion and as Chairman of the Republican Party's Reform 
Commission. Yet his proposal to roll back capital gains taxes 
generated enormous grassroots support and soon placed the 
unprepared Carter Administration on the defensive. The 
Steiger Amendment immediately became a kind of short· 
hand among small investors and new technology firms for 
an investment·oriented economy. Steiger could be well po
sitioned now to gather the financial resources necessary to 
run for any statewide office he might choose. 

The Republican rebirth in the state will not have to wait 
for a Steiger candidacy. A poli tical maverick and Chancel· 
lor of the University ofWisconsjn at Stevens Point, Lee Drey· 
fus , won a smashing upset victory in the Republican guber· 
natorial primary over Nimh District Congressman Robert 
Kasten . A close personal rriend of Senator S. 1. Hayakawa. 
Dreyfus used his speech skills and irreverent campaign style 
to upset the heavily financed Kasten. Emphasizing the fact 
that his campaign lacked big money support, Dreyfus cam· 
paigned in a broken down schoolbus painted to look like a 
train and labeled " The Lakamanna Express." He annihila· 
ted Kasten on some televised debates carried by educational 
television . Dreyfus also conducted brilliant hour long call· 
in shows where he fielded questions on II host of cOlllroversal 
issues. With his vote swelled by Democratic crossovers, 
Dreyfus romped to a 58 percent to 42 percent victory. 

A Milwaukee Jourl/a/ poll taken after the primary showed 
that Dreyfus had already pulled ahead of Democra tic Acting 
Governor Martin 1. Sch reibe r. The Democratic gubernatorial 
contender has already tried to slip out of campaign deba tes 
with Dreyfus, but may find this pOSition incongruous as 
Dreyfus' lead builds. Dreyfus enjoys ove rwhelming support 
from Republicans and suppor! of between twenty and thirty 
percent of the Democrats polled. Barring some major re· 
versal, Dreyfus seems headed to the Governor's chair. His 
victory would pull in GOP Ueutellant Governor candidate 
conservative Russell Olson who upset the GO P Convention 
endorsee. progressive Laverne Ausman, in the September 12 
primary . 

Democrats seem virtually certain to retain control of both 
houses of the state legislature although Republicans are 
likely to secure more than a third of the seats in the State 
Assembly. The State Senate's over two to one Democratic 
alignment is likely to be changed little this year. 

Wisconsin Republica ns seem to be on the rebound. Drey· 
fus' personality should help RepUblicans grow past their 
minuscule base of seventeen percent of the Wisconsin elector· 
ate as indicated in a poll conducted this March by the Mil· 
waukee SelUille/. The party may not , howeve r, show any 
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immediate gains in its minuscule Congressional representa
tion. Eigh th District Democratic Congressman Robert Cor
nell , a Catholic priest. has been viewed by the GOP as vul
nerable but Republican Assemblyman Toby Roth does not 
appear to have mounted a strong enough campaign to win. 

Other incumbents seem relatively safe . Democrats are mak
ing a strong bid to take the Ninth District seat vacated by 
Kasten. Republican State Senator James Sensenbrenner won 
a 600 vote victory in a hard fought and sometimes acrimon
ious primary against State Representative Susan Engeleite r. 
Democrats are banking on Republican wounds 10 boast their 
nominee , 30 year old Milwaukee attorney Matthew Flynn, 
to victory. Flynn , who is considered a very strong cam· 
paigner, could win , but Sensenbrenner seems slightly favor
ed, particularly in view of the strong run Dreyfus is expected 
to make in this distr ict. 

WYOMING 
An Infusion of New Republican Leadership 

The September 12 Republican primary results provide Wyo· 
ming Rcpublicans hope that they lIlay dominate the state's 
politics for the next decade. Former state rcpresentative 
Alan Simpson , a moderate Republican, won a decisive vic
tory in the GOP primary fo r the Sena te seat being vacated 
by Clifford Hansen, Simpson , son of fonller U.S. Senator 
Milward Simpson. is a prohibitive favo rite over thc Demo· 

Crane Candidacy Splits the ACU 

The American Conservative Union (ACU) has found itself in 
an awkward pOSition now that its Chairman, Illinois Con· 
gressman Philip Crane , has embarked on a full ·scale Presi· 
dential campaign. The ACU is not a political action commit· 
tee. In 1976 when the ACU was a PAC the group made some 
independent expenditures on Ronald Reagan 's behalf. A 
Federal Election Commission investigation ensued largely 
due to the fact that Reagan campaign advisors sat on the 
ACU board. To avoid becoming enmeshed in the FEC 
morass the ACU transformed itself from a PAC to a non
partisan educational organization. 

This August, soon after Crane announced his Presidenlial 
candidacy , his lawyer wrote the FEC requesting an advisory 
opinion on whether Crane could keep the ACU Chairmanship 
while campaigning for President of the United Sta tes, 
Crane's counsel wrote to the FEC " In no issuance by ACU , 
of whatever type , has the Na tional Chairman directly or in
directly be recognized, promoted or otherwise identified as 
a candidate for PreSident , nor will he be," 

Yet , shortly thereafter , the roughly 70,000 members of the 
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cratk nominee. Casper attorney Raymond Whitaker. The 47 
year old Simpson is likely to remain in the Senate for sev
eral terms. 

Similarly the victory of Richard Cheney , 38 ycar old former 
Ford White House Chief of Staff, for the state's At Large 
Congressional seat could affect Wyoming's politics for many 
years. Cheney , who has already shown political adeptness in 
thrashing well-established GOP opponents . is a solid favorite 
to de feat Democratic nominee Bill Bagley. A Cheney victory 
would mean a shift to the RepUbli cans of a seat that has been 
held for a number of years by a popular , outspoken Demo
crat , Teno Roncalio. Cheney could be expected to develop 
a similar hold on this sea t. 

State Senator John Ostlund , the Republican gubernatorial 
nominee , has an excellent chance to oust Democratic Gov
ernor Ed Herschler. A home economist running only a semi· 
serious campaign garnered 35 percent of the vote in the 
Democratic primary against Herschler, whose Administration 
has been plagued by scandals, Ostlund, who has a reputation 
as an expert in assisting cities to deal with problems created 
by rapid growth , is likely to run weU in outs tate areas includ· 
ing his home city of Gillette. 

This year's returns are , if anything, likely to swell the mar
gins by which the GOP controls both houses of the Wyoming 
legislation, The effect of such control on Congressional 
redistricting is , however, nil in Wyoming which has only a 
single seat in the House. • 

ACU received the September issue of the group's monthly 
publication Bartle Line. The cover consisted of a picture of 
Crane , his wife and daughter with a caption " Rep . Phil 
Crane: His [-Iat's in .Ring for 1980." Page two was an Edi
torial by Chairman Crane. Pages three, four, five and six con· 
sisted largely of an article by Battle Line Editor John D. 
Lofton , J r. , entitled "Crane An nounces for President: To 
Restore American Dream, Liberate People from Big GOV'I." 
This reportage was broken only by an apparently erroneous 
one paragraph item that " Rockefeller Republican John Sears" 
has been ditched as Reagan's 1980 campaign manager, a 
statement by Congressman Jack Kemp welcoming Crane's 
candidacy , an excerpt from a UPI story in wltich Senator 
Bob Dole states that Crane's early announcement "may move 
up everybody's timetable" , and directions on where to send 
Crane Presidential contributions. All of page seven and part 
of page six consists of press comment on Crane's candidacy. 

The cavalier use of Battle Line to promote Crane's candidacy 
immediately triggered controversy within the ACU. Not all 
ACU board members were enthralled with the prospect of 
Crane's Presidential bid, Others were quite concerned that 
the organization could find itself in ho t water with the FEC 
and jeopardize corporate contributions it is now allowed to 
receive. 

Consequently in early September at a closed mee ting of the 
ACU Board Crane indicated that he wo uld relinquish the 
ACU Chairmanship within 60 days. • 

Ripon Forum 



If you are a .. . 
Paller Paleo-liberal 
Pollee Political scientist 
Philanthropist Sociologist 
Philanderer Architect 
Ph iladelphia lawyer Socia li te 
Physicist Socia list 
Philologist Diplomat 
Pollyanna Dixiecrat 
Cassandra Coal miner 
Leader Union official 
Follower Registrar 
Writer Regulator 
Reader Stargazer 
Cold warrior Star maker 
Merchant of death Star warrior 
Agrarian reformer Artco-Detoo 
Tobacco farmer Gerrymanderer 
Greengrocer Arcane wit 
Greenskeeper Psephologist 
Trivialist Phrenologist 
Quarterback Phenomenologist 
Quartermaster Psychiatrist 
Corporation executive Student 
Construction worker Market analyst 
Economic royalist Marriage counselor 
Malefactor of Doctor 

great wealth Lawyer 
Working stiff Chief of Staff 
Snail darter Conservationist 
Social worker Conversationalist 
KGB Tax assessor 
CIA Repossessor 
Yeasayer Used car salesman 
Naysayer Wholesaler 
Positivist Welfare caseworker 
Neo-conservative Landlord 

Tenant 
Image maker 
Family planner 
Congressperson 
Sybarite 
Anchorite 
Ideologue 
Chauvinist 
News commentator 
Desperate columnist 
Neoex istential ist 

An t id i sestabl ishm en taria n 
Artist 
Economist 
Ecologist 
Effete snob 
Nattering nabob of 

negativism 
Entrepreneur 
Raconteur 
Feminist 
Masculinist 

then you need 

Public Opinion, a new bimonthly magazine of the American Enterprise Institute, can help you 
find out what other people think on a wide range of issues. 

Co-edited by two experienced observers of the political scene, Seymour Martin Upset and 
Ben J. Wattenberg, every issue features articles by prominent writers, journalists and scholars 
interpreting public sentiments both here and abroad. 

And along with the articles, there is a 20-page display of current opinion data from major survey 
organ izations across the coun try . Each "opinion round-up" is prepared with the assistance of 
the Roper Center, the oldest and largest archive of sample survey data in the world. 

Write today for a subscription. 
One year - $12 

Two years - $22 

American Enterprise Institute 
Department 595 

1150 Seventeenth Street, N.W. 
Washington. D.C. 20036 



SENATOR STROM THURMOND, 
Republican of South Carol ina: 
"It is just not fa ir , that in the year 1978 , 
more than 700,000 Amer ican ci t izens 
do not have the r ight to elect representa
t ives to Congress .... I say we cannot talk 
about human rights to others in the world 
unt il we here at home can show we are 
recognizing basic human rights. One of 
America 's fundamental rights is the r igh t 
to par ticipate in a democracy, Residents 
of the District are being denied that 
right" 

CONGRESSMAN STEWART 8 . 
McKINNEY, Republ ican o f Connect icut : 
"Residents of the Distric t of Columbia 
will cont inue to be less than f irst-class 
ci t izens if they have no vote in the 
Senate ... there is simply no jus ti fica t ion 
for denying th ree-quarters of a mi ll ion 
people, paying more than $1 bi ll ion in 
Federal taxes per year, a vote in deciding 
how that money is allocated." 

SENATOR CHARLES McC. MATH IAS, 
JR , Republican of Maryland : 
"No less precious than the right of free 
speech, or the right to privacy, or the 
right to due process under the law, is 
the right 10 be represented in the elected 
bodies which determine the course of 
this country'S future. To be excluded 
from this process, to have no voice when 
the VOles are cast that may determine 
peace or war, depression of prosperity, 
is to be truly depr ived." 

CONGRESSMAN ROBERT McC LORY, 
Republ ican of Illinois: 
"We are nOI bestowing any th ing on the 
residents of the District of Columbia . 
instead, until (the amendment) is ratified 
we are denying rights and prerogatives of 
American citizens to which they are 
lawfully and constitutionally entitled." 

PROFESSOR CHARLES ALAN 
WRIGHT, University of Texas School of 
Law: 
"That purpose (of the Senate in the 
Consti tution) is not compromised by 
allowing the District to have two Senators 
any more than it is when a new state is 
admitted 
"That pu rpose (of State suffrage in the 
Senate) is not compromised by allowing 
the District to have two Senators any 
more than it is when a new state is 
admitted . " 

!lID .... 
Republican 
National 
Committee 
8111 8rock 
Chairman II October 1978 

Dear Fellow Republican.: 

The Republican Party hIS . 'ways $I00d for the belief that our Nation wu 
"conoeiwd in liberty" and is "dedicated 10 tne proposition that all men are 
created equal." We believe that aU persons taxed should be represented in their 

aovemmcnt. Yet the 700,000 ci tizens of the District of Columbia are taxed by 
our Federalsovemrnent without . vote in the Congress. 

The Republican Party , rc:eognil.ing the fundamental injustice of this si tuation , 

called for "aivinlthe District of Columbia voting representation in the U. S. 

Senate and House of RepresentatIves" in our 1976 National Party Platfonn. A 
two-third , mJ,jority of each house of the Congress has now passed a constitutional 
amendment to implement that plank of the Republican Party Platfonn. Thl.l 

amendment has now b«n submitted to the legislatul"t's of the fifty States for 

ratifica tion . 

The constitut ional amendment was chosen as the most apprOpriate ~ans of 

recDplitint the fle t thltthe District of Columbia is the res.idence of 

tIIrt«lu.ttten o f a million U. S. ci tiuns who carry the full burdens of 
responsibility th" all citizens bear. Those citizens ha~ the right to participate 

fully in the Federal sys tem by which they are lO"I'l:mcd. 

I join the Republican Con~n and Senaton who sponsored and 
supported their constit lltional amendment in IIJ"Iing ReplibliClns all over the 

Na tion to assist In impiementillJ thi:s plank o f our 1976 party pilifonn . 

Sincel"t'ly, 

Bill Brock 

Dwight D. Elaenhower RlpubllCI" Clnter: 310 FIBt Street Southeut, Wuhlngton, D.C. 20003. (202) 44-MC 

SENATOR BARRY GOLDWATER , 
Republican of Arizona : 
"We urge your support for this funda
mental principle of justice for the citizens 
of the Nation's capitaL" 

CONGRESSMAN JOHN BUCHANAN, 
Republican of Alabama : 
"This continued denial (of full voting 
rights for DC citizens) is nothing less 
than a scandal. History and justice cry 
out together that this inequity must be 
corrected now." 

This advertisement is paid for by 

SENATOR EDWARD W. BROOKE, 
Republican of Massachusetts : 
"Participation in and control of the 
political process of the country by its 
citizens is a fundamental precept of 
democracy .... Fundamental concerns 
of justice and equi IV demand that the 
residents of the District of Columbia at 
las1 be granted the right 10 elect their 
own voting representatives in the 
Congress. " 

Republicans who support full voting representation for the District of Columbia. 


