






















































In the Mainstream 
of American 
Thought ... 

TheRlPON 
FORUM ..... _ .. ' _ .. _-

Changing Tides 

• ,... ...... s,..b" """" .---... - .. -

The RlPON FORUM 

In today's world, everyone has an opinion. Be it the 
right-wing Republicans or the left-wing Democrats, the 
voices that are heard seem to come loudest from the 
fringes of American political thought. 

Not anymore. 
The Ripon Forum seeks to go beyond unrealistic 

idealogies and represents a voice for those in the main­
stream of America. Afterall, it's people like you who elect 
our leaders and are affected by public policies. 

Whether it's discussion on what's really wrong with the 
federal government or a discussion on the realignment of 
our political system, The Forum has it all. 
r-------------------------, 
: DYES! Send me The Ripon Forum for \tle coming year for only $18! : 
1 (Mlldents, people in the mililmy selvice alld Peace Corp vo/ul/teen pay ollly S9) I 

I Name: I 

: Address: : 
I I 
I City: State: ZIP: I I I I You may FAX your subscription curd to (202) 543·9237. I 
I Ormail it to The Ripoll FOn/n!. 709 Second Street NE, Washington. D.C. 20002. I 
L ___________________ _ _____ J 
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Protection Racket Primary 
Ellvirolll1lelllallmlyer and stallnch moderate. 
Lallrance Rockefeller launched his c(lmpnigll 
Jar U.S. Sella/e early this slimmer ami planned 
to nlll agailUl COII$(!fV(llive Se", A/fonJe 
D 'Amola in New YOI* 's Republican primary. 
Aftu I,is slflfe '.I' complicated /'('disllicl in8 

procedfl~s. M,., Rockefeller had Ollly 18 do)'" 
to collect tllf! 10,000 signarures /luded /0 be 
placed all ,he ballol. Although he $IIcueded ill 
oblailllllg ,he .fignatllres. he was still denied a 
position all the ballot. I" llli.f rep,.;"r of his 
New York Time.' editorial. Rockefeller le/l., liS 

how and why Siale officials are denying New 
York ~'Oters their most precious liberty: choice. 

}here will be no Republican primary ror Senate 
today: I wasn ' t allowed on the ballot. Republicans 
in New York were denied a choice and their role in 
democracy because once again the state's so­
called ballot access law operated to protect an 
incumbent politicion from a challenge. 

Here's how it works: A candidate with the 
party's endorsement is autom3tically on the ballot. 
Anyone who hasn't managed to cultivate the 
support of party higher-ups has to colleet petition 
signatures. 

Should any such interloper manage to acquire 
the requisi te number of signatW"CS, party function­
aries will ask the Board of Elections - itself com­
posed of pany appointees - to throw out the 
signatures for any of 35 official reasons. 

When I challenged Sen. Alfonse D 'Amato, I 
took on the pony structure he controls. This did 
nOldetcrme because I knew that significant majori­
ties of Ri.!publieans were, unlike him, pro-choice, 
pro-environment and dismayed at the never end­
ing parade of scandals associated with his name. 

They also supported campaign finance re­
fonn, which he has opposed. and wanted fI return 
to fi scal responsibility. In short, New York Repub­
licans were ready for an alternative. 

To be on the Republ ican primary ballot and 
offer some choice, I had only to submit 10,000 
signatW"es gathered statewide during a petition 
period of only 18 days. 

This peti tion period - half the nonnal time. 
because of redistricting delays - was marked by 
the partisan stonewalling of election board offi­
cials, who withheld voter lists nceded for petition­
ing and infonnation needed to fill out the petitions 
correctly. 

NOI'entberiDecentberl992 

Nevertheless, thnnks to J50 volunteers who 
did not give up, I submitted 10.744 signatures, 
including signatures from all 31 congressional 
districts, mceting any reasonable measure of wide­
spread support. 

Then the challenges began. 
Did someone write down the incorrect elec­

tion district or Assembly District nwnber - say the 
41st district instead of the 4200 District - (under­
standable this year, when all the distric ts were re­
drawn and re·redrawn)? 

Then the signature wos ruled invalid. Under 
the heading, " Town," did the signer put, soy, 
Chappaqua? 

The signalure was invalid: Chappaqua is a 
village within the town of New Castle. 

Did Ute petition· gatherer who witnessed Ute 
signature write her own Assembly district incor­
rectly al the bottom of the page? In that case. the 
whole page of signatures was invalid. 

Almost 2,000 signatures were knocked off for 
this 1asl reason alone. 

No wonder New York has only olle half the 
entire nation's eJeclion liligalion. 

Most other states don't require nearly as 
many signatures. New Jersey requires 1,000. Cali­
fornia requires 65. 

Nor do other stales allow safeguards against 
fraud to be distorted into barriers against legiti­
mate challengers. 

Only in New York did Paul Tsollgas, winner 
of the New Hampshire Democratic primary, almost 
not make it on the ballot. Pat Buchanan didn't even 
bother to file. 

Across the state, citizens, editorial boards 
and rcfonn commiSl.ions have come to one conclu­
sion: Ute law cheats the volers out of a fair election. 
Democracy is the loser. 

Volers must demand real reform from the 
Governor and particularly the Republican-con­
trolled State Senate, which barely approved a few 
weak changes to the law this year. 

So I want toleJ l New Yorkcrs, not for my sake, 
since my candidacy is over, but for the sake of 
voters and future candidates, that you are being 
set up. 

Righi now, the system is rigged to protect 
incwnbents and prevent choice. And the ballot 
access law- a contradiction in terms if there cver 
was one - is largely to blame, along with each 
politician who hides behind it. _ 
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CIVIL 
RIGHTS 

by Laurance 
Rockefeller 

Laurance Rockefel1er 
is an ellviromnell/ai 
lawyer willi the 
Na/ural Resources 
Defense COllncil. 

The RIPON FORUM 
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WAS HI 

Perot: He's GONE! 
the Vietnam War. 

One report quoted 
Perot as saying to the 
committee that he could 
produce "30 live bodies" 
to pro\'C his claim. WNQ 
thinks that if Perot could 
produce the bodies, he 
should certainly do so in 
order to receive some 
desen-cd press covCT1Ige 
instead oHhe ridiculous 
amount of media hype he 
received in October. 

WNQ thought the 
arrogant Texan was a 
presidl.'tltial has been, as 
most people did. No, not 
George Bush butthc bold, 
bodacious billionaire H. 
ROSS PEROT, ..... ho re­
declared his candidacy for 
president on the premise 
thai other candidntes ..... ere 
not oddressing the issues. 

lllCrcfore, the )'IIPPY 
liule business tycoon 
da:ided that during the 
lasl month of the election, 
he ""ould spare no onc and 
spend tnlck loads of cash 
to skirt the issue. .. as he 
did SO well beforc. 

Mr. Perot was quick 
to respond to Prcsident 
Bush's medin consultant. 
ROGER AILES, who called 
thc petulont pixie a "nUl 
case." 

" ThaI guy that needs 
to go on Slim-Fast," said 
Perot in response to thc 
attack in the Oct. 5 edition 
of NfnI'.tweek. 

Ailes, ne\'cr slow on 
the uptake, replied later, 
"~ I could drink some Slim­
Fast, lose 8 few pounds. 
But when they lower his 
scra~ny little rear end 
into the ground, he's still 
going to be nnts. " 

But CVI.'Tl before 
Perot announced his 
intentions 10 run or debate 

he ..... as busying himsclfon 
Capitol Hill. Crazily 
enough, thediminuli\'C 
statesmen thought it 
important that he testify 
in front of the SENATE 
SELECT COMMITIEE ON 
POW AND MIA AFFAIRS 
to discuss specifics on 
Americans who mlly ha\'c 
txx.'tllell in indochina aller 

E\'CI\ Me Perot's 
corporate dc\'c\opmcnl 

\ 

gunt, JOHN P. WHITE of 
Eastman-Kodak, hesitated 
when asked aboul a Perot 
Presidency on N13C ' s 
"Meet the Press. ,. W'hen 
asked ifhe would \'ote for 
Mr. Perot, Mr. White 
replied, " I don't how I 
will vole." He then "''Cnl 
a sh ... p f urthcr and 
endorsed Bill Clinton. 

Mr. perors fOffiler 
media advisor. HAL RINEY, 
wns cvcn less kind when 
he had this to say of his 
cx·boss: "Mr. Perot was 
kindoflike JIMMY 
SWAGGART with a lot of 
tantnlms, and I"m not sure 
that thaI's presidential 
material. ., 

WNQ must agree 
with fonner President 
GERALD FORD, who said 
Perot's decision 10 get 
back into the mcc at the 
behcst of his volunteers 
was basically a voter 
snow job. " Don 't be so 
naive as to belic\'c that thc 
volunlCC1"Swill have 
anything 10 do with it," 
Ford said. " It ",ill be 
determined by his 0"'11 

egotism. " 

What I lvfeant to Say.. ~ ~ ISh()ulcfof Said Was~ .. 
Perot and hil vohmteen .... 'hen I anooullCOd for PLEDGES m BALANCE TliE WOULD NOT SIGN WELFARE Inquirer,j/2JI91j 

an: almOliI IS 51~drasf I.S Om'ClTlOl" .•. I'm goona BUDGET: "I would present • WAIVER: "~ I would not sign 
BushlQuayle ao, .. tisls. \\'ho serve four )"C&f1 I mlde five-year plln 10 bIIllnee thaI bill.' Clinton uid OPPOSES TAX FOR HEALnt 
near !he end of the that decision .... hen I the budge ... · (CNN', referring 10 I New Jersey CARE: "We don', need 10 
tampilign. rolled QUt the decided 10 run ... I'm being "lArry King LJ.~ . .. 61419}) bill ,hal prevents ..... omen Ie.d with I \.IX increase 
heavy guns. Fearing $l;e ..... ed considered I candidate for ABANDONS BALANCED from collecting e,,1r1 IhI' Isks hard-\\'orldng 
media coverage. Bush! GoVClTlOf. That's the job I BUDGET: "My plan will cuI benefils if lhey have peoplc who already pay '00 
Qulyle Spokeswoman AliXE W311t - thars the job I'll do the deficit in half within additional children." (fu much for health CIIre to 
GLEN sent Washington for the next four years." four years." (Purting lire . 1I}1I9}) pay C\'ell moo:: ..... (81/1 
politic~ 1 reporters a copy (K}fOSIKHOG-rv People FifJI, 61}M}) WELFARE Clinton for PreJident 
of I recent Dush speech. a GI/berna/orlal Debate, 101 WAIVER: "Clinton said Prlmaf'}' Commlltee. 
hlndy refere~ brochure 15190) OPPOSES GUN CONTROL: IhaL 15 pm;ident, he would ' :American Heallh Care 
entitled "Th~ Olnlon RUNS FOR PRESIOEHT: ' '1"m nol ror gun CQntrol." sign • rederal wliver Ph"," f,Jl.e Paper) 
Reronl" 15 well IS • side- "Todly I proudly (Arkwr.uu Gault/!. 11111 Illowing the s\.lte 10 PROPOSES PAYROll TAX 
by_side analysis or Bill Innounce my candidlcy for 90) impose the Ilw ... 'My FOR HEALTH CARE: "There 
Clinton stltements. WNQ the Pr(!;ident of the United FAVORS GUN CONTROl: "I position is thaI 00 one will be - Ihcrc will be I buy 
pich our fl\'tlrilcs. SillIes of America." WIS ~n early and strong knows whether ;t will ..... ori: in til:>:, which they ~n call 

(Clmton Announcement suppor1er of !he Ihdy for sure ... I would nol a pfI)TOI1 tax.. .. fI&.::! 
PROMISES NOlTO RUN FOR Speflch. LUlie Rock Dill:' (NBC'J "Today" deprh-e them the right to lJl!!slli editorial meeting. 
PRESIOEHT: " I told )'00 ArkanJQJ. J{JIJI9I) Show, JOIJ7/ 91) try thi!..:· (Philadelplda S/ I}19}) 
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Bringing Answers 
to the 

Nation's Questions 

RII recog nizes th e in c rea s ing valu e o f 
m eaning ful, accurate and t im e ly 
info rmation . Fo r o v e r a d eca d e, indu s try 
and go v e rnm ent h a v e d ep ende d upo n u s 
t o m ee t th e ir info rm a ti o n resource 
m a n agem ent re quire m ents . 

INHlItM ,\IIIlN sun' l( I ', S MAN ,\(oI ,MI N r 

• Inquiry Res ponse and Referral 

• Database Const ruction and Maintenance 

• Mai li ng List Maintenance 

• Distribution Services 
• Library Se rvices 

UI( IIIONU ' II XI M\N ,\(,UIINI 

• Paper Co n ve rsio n to Digital Media 
• Design and Impleme n t Records 

Manageme n t Sys t ems 

I H ' IINI( \I SIII\ In S 

• Socia l Science Research 

• Survey Design 
• Data Collect ion and Analysis 

I'll III 1('.\1 ION SII{\'In.S 

• Research, Wri t ing and E.diti n g Support 
• Graph ics Services 

(,ONIIIU N( I M \N ,\(;!' MI N I 

• Plan , develop, admi n iste r cost-effective 
confe rences 

• Provide logi stical and administrative support 

10tO Way ne Avenue, Suite 300 • Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 . (301 ) 565-4020 . FAX (30 1) 565·5 11 


