


































































Carnegie Corporation of New York, 
the proj ect has developed a curric u­
lum - m a teria ls analysis pro cedure 
[har is now being used to eva lu ate 
m any of th e most widely- used text ­
books . Starring with an evaluation 
of math and scie nce textbooks for 
t he middle grades (a crit ical leverage 
poiOl for reform errorts, according to 
resea rch) , th e project pla ns to move 
on to evalua tt" high 
school and t he n el ­
e m e ntar y sc hool 
textbooks. 

in the realities of the cl:lSstOOm, 
Pr ojt"ct 2061 wor ks closely with 
tt":lc ht"Ts and administrators fro m 
sc ho ols and distr ictS around th t" 

country. Out of these expt"riences , 
th e proj ec t has c reated a uniqut" se t 
of workshops, semin ars, and otht"r 
profess ional developm ent opportu­
nities that support educators as they 
put benchmarks and s tandard s to 

Res ult s from 
t he middl e grades 
m at h t"matics t ex t -
book 
bri ng 
new s 
Wh ile 

t"va luation 
both good 
and bad. 

a few rda-
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the future un less today's children 
have a bett er understanding of the 
wo rl d and how it wo rks. Lit t" racy in 
sc ience, math ematics , and technology 
is not an option for the citizens 
of the 2 1" cen tury. II 
George D. Nelson is a rruarch astrono­
mrr and dirutor of 2061 of thr 
Amaican Association for thr Advanu-

mnlt of Hr 
jlrw thru spaer 
shuttlr missions from 
J 978 to J 989 whilr a 
NASA astronaut. 
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for STudents and 
teache rs . In addi-
tion, man y do littl e to deve lop more 
sophisti cat ed math ema t ical id eas 
from grades 6 through 8 - some­
thing resea rc h shows can stall stu ­
dents ' achievement, lower the ir in ­
te rest in math ematics, and limit aca­
d t"mi c and career options in tht" fu­
ture. A full repon on tht" evaluation 
of 13 middl e grades math t" m atics 
t ex tbook s is avai la bl e on-line at 
htlp ifl prQj cCl206 1.aaas,org.l Th t" 
scie nce textbook review will be pub­
lished lat er this summ e r. 

Teachers' Key Rol e 
Project 2061 continues to de ­

velo p 10015 for impro vi ng scie nce, 
mathe mati cs, and tec hnology educa ­
tion. To ground all o f th ese efforts 
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work in their cl assrooms. Through 
Project 2061 Professional Develop­
ment Program s ( PDP ), teache rs, ad ­
ministrators , university faculty (and 
eve n parent s an d community lead­
ers) can take part in c ustom-d e­
sig ned wor ks hops that will show 
them how ben chmarks and standards 
can be used to help all stud ents reac h 
their highest potent ial in science and 
m ath ematics. 

Science Education 
Tomorrow 

Although a he alth y debate on 
what and how st udents should learn 
will cont inUt" at the national and 10-
ca l levels, one thing is clear: Th e na­
tion cannot met"t the challenges of 
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Education Reform 
Issues in Massachusetts 
by Michael Clldahy 

I n a six year glut of public spending, 
political squabbling and general 
parental discontent. education reform 

in MassaehusctlS has left the vaSt majoril')' 
of the citizens in the Commonwealth 
wondering what they have received or 
their over $7 billion investment. 

Six years ago, State Sen. Thomas Hir­
mingham, a major advocate of the Edu­
cation Reform Act of 1993. promised 
(hat his legislation would be, ~an his­
IOric and giam step forward for educa­
tion in this commonweal th . ~ State Edu* 
cation Comm issioner Robert V. 
Antonucci said that we ~are going to 
reSlfuCturc how slUde nts learn. " T he 
far-reachi ng 97 page bil l set forth a se­
ries of ambitious reforms. Funded by a 
massive infusion of sta te tax dollars. to 
reach $ 1.3 billion annually by the year 
2000, the changes include: 
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A state published core curriculum of 
what students should know at every 
grade level in core subjects such as En-

glish, Science. Mathematics. History 
and Foreign Languages. 
A mandated, statewide, subject based 
test to assess students capabilities as a 
re<j uirement for graduation. 
Abolition of ten ure fo r all tcachers. 
Creation of a "j USt causc~ firi ng stan­
dard with arbitration appeals to sim­
plify the firing of bad readlers. 
Establishment of a State Board ofEdu­
cation iO\'ested with enormous pow­
ers such as the ability to seize the worst 
performing schools, fire principals and 
teachers and illvest large amounts of 
state money as well as to order local 
cilies and towns to spend more. 

• Theestablishmem of "charter schools." 
Innovative schools funded with public 
money bur run by groups of teachers, 
parents or universities. 

Opponents of the education reform 
act said at the time that the legislation rep-­
resented little real progress but was instead 
simply ~e)(pensi\'c reform designed to get 

(he political monkey offlegislarors' backs. ~ 
Sleven E Wilson, special assistant to Gov­
ernor Wtlliarn F. Weld said, ~we art buy­
ing very linle real reform. We are simply 
pumping moncy intO rhe failed structure 
with a little tin keri ng." 

Six yea rs later, it appears that the 
promise of education reform was hollow 
and its return has been barren. 

Last spri ng the first series of state­
wide. subject based testing was adminis­
tered - known as the Massachusetts 

Comprehe nsive Assessment Sys tem 
(MCAS). The 16 hour - or longer ­
un-timed exam was the first significant tCSt 

in five yea rs of ambitious modifica tions 
to the commonwealth's cdue,u ion system . 

The results were a debacle. 
SrudcrH5 in rhe 4th. 8th and 10th 

gr:tdes w('re tes ted in Engl ish, Science and 
Mathematics. and their performance were 
miserabl('. In rvery grade and in every sub* 
ject, e)(cept for 8th grade English , a ma* 
jority of stud('nts either did poorly or failed 
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omciglu. 50% of all 10th graders failw 
the math test, another 24% were in the 
second lowest "needs improvcmcmlcvel." 
Among 4 .... graders, a staggering 81 % 

earned low marks in English. In Science, 
71 % scored al the lowest levels. And these 
resulrs from a tesllhat most objective ob­
servers would say was nOI overly difficult. 
A sample question from the 8th grade 
math ICSt reflecrs the standard: 

"According [0 the 1990 u mus, the 
population of Massachusells was 
6,016,425. Approximately what percent 
of those people lived in Boston? ~ The 
population of Boston was gIven as 
574,283 and swclcms 
were offered four an-
swers: a) 10% b) 20% 
c) 30% and d) 40%. 

75% orSth grad­
ers got it wrong. > 
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as being, "very good as a whole. ~ Finally 
millions of frustrated tax-paying parents 
have warched rhe statCO spend 52.3 billion. 
in fiscal year 1998, to bolster publicschool5 
- nearly doublco me amount spent in 1993, 
when me law was passc.'<i - with almost 
half thco new funds being spent to support 
just 23 low-income schools districts thaI col­
lapsed in [he 19805 under v..'elk tax bases 
and poor student performance. 

Thco active word on most people's lips 
now is accountability. 

John Silber, former Governor Will­
iam Weld's Chairman of the Board ofEdu­
cation, has been replaccod by John Peyser, 
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obligation. MTA president Srephcon 
Gorrie has said chat he has serious con­
cerns about Peyser saying [hat his policies 
"could seriously damage public educa­
tion. " 

The commonwealth is now poised 
for its second year of tcsting of public 
school students. teachers and schools on 
new curriculum frameworks. 

In an effort to reduce SHain on stu­
dents raking the long examinations, the 
tCSI will be administered in two parts. Stu­
dents will rake the long composition sec­
tion in 1;1[e April, with the balance of the 
tcsr being given in late May and early June. 

" " ., 
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Elected officials, 
reachers union officials 
and parents await the 
results with increasing 
levels of rrepidarion. 

To complicate 
matt ers even more, 
there have been three 
rounds of state tests 
administered for pro­
spective tcachers since 
April of last year. The 
Boston Globe charac­
terittd these exams as, 
~exams any diligent 
high school slUdenl 
should be able to acc. ~ 
45% of Massachusctts' 
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After half a decade 
of promises and mas­
sive state spending, the 
expectations arc under­
standably high. Should 
this year's MCAS rco­
suits be a repeat of the 
1998 fiasco , many will 
undoubtedly brand thco 
six-year education re­
form experiment an 
unmitigated disaster. 
The greatest concern is 

fumrc Il'achers, gradu-
ates of somco of lile some of the 
commonwealth's most respected colleges of 
ooucl.!]on, faikod the tCSt. 

The mcrion from Slate legislators was 
not to increase the salaries of excellent 
teachers, nor to reexamine the credentials 
of questionable teachcors colleges. Instead 
it authorized 520,000 bonuses for new, 
inexpcrienccod leachers so that teachers 
colleges could increase their enrollment. 
Education reform in Massachusetts is now 
caught in a dangerous triangle of conflict­
ing powt'r centers. with the future of pub­
lic school students hanging in the balance. 

On one side state legislators are work­
ing hard to explain the apparent collapse 
of their ambitious and highly touted leg­
islation. Equally aggres.sive is the power­
ful MassachusettS Teachers Association 
(MTA) tim has assessed public education 
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longti me education reform advocate -
cho ice of incumbent Governor Paul 
Cellucci. Silber, renowned for his aggres­
sive vision, razor sharp mind and caustic 
tongue had become a lightening rod in 
recent months and tendered his resigna­
tion in an effort to move the reform pro­
cess forward. 

Peyser, who has been described as "an 
innovative thinker partial to market-based 
suategies," has said that he. "would not 
hesitate to fire uninspired teachers. hire 
n ew managcomenl and close failing 
schoo ls.~ In addition he has said that, 
"" teachers and their schools must SlOp con­
sideri ng teaching jobs as emitlements. n 

Signaling that he docs not intend to back 
away from his long-held views on tcoacher 
accoumability, Peyser has urged teachds 
union officials to sec students as their main 

that the future of pub­
lic education in Massa­

chusetts will become a political football, 
with corresponding levels of personal con­
Aict and bureaucralic bickering. 

And what aOOm the children? 
If in fuCI the past six years have been 

a tOlal failurco, how long will it take 10 re­
pair the damage already don co? Who will 
slep forward and explain to the hun­
dreds of thousands of public school 
chil dren and their familicos Ihal the 
sweeping promises of historic improve­
ments in the education system were 
nothing more th an em pry rhetoric -
and that now it will be thco chil-
dren left to foot th e bill. a 
Michael C udahy is managing parm", of 
Straftgic Focus Parmrrs, a communications 
and ",rdia rrlations co1lSultingfiml. Hr livn 
in Marion, MA 
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A not So Perfect Republican World 
by Charles Ellison 

simply re-itcrating the Wiual sense: 

of the House and re-cmphasizing 
cur~nt civil rights laws. But what 
was not addressed by H. Rei. 121 , 
introduced by House Republican 

Republi cans and conservatives alike must make quick , un­
hesitati ng choices. To avoid loss of Congressional majority and 
another Presidential landslide in 2000, the Party of Linco ln wi ll 
need to resolve th e racial image problem. 

Conference: ChainnanJ.C. Watts 
(R-OK), is the active involvemcmof groups such as the CCC within 
the CO P - a problem not experienced by the Democra ts. Could 
this be onc of the main reasons why Black Republican candidates 
can't get clected~ And thell: is under.uandable worry that a Con­
gressman David Duke oould rc-invigorate the WhitesuprmlaC}' mo\'e­
melli, mobilizing waves ofRcpubtican, White segregacionist candidates 
running on separacisl: plad"onns. White and Black Rq>ub!icms ~ Ql.U­

heard oonsidering registracion switches to ~Independenr in the event 
Duke wim; and gets embraced by House GOP leaders. 

Obviously, a David Duke cand idllCY is highly problematic 
for a body politic stricken by negative publicity. Besides suffer­
ing massive political blows in polls due to the reeling impasse of 
impeachment, the GOP image has been devastatingly under­
scored by finger-points of bigotry afoul. There are cautious, shaky 
whispers within the GOP concerning Livingston'S replacement. 
Shaky, because Duke is difficult to eli minate from the political 
picture in Livingston's open 1st District due to grass-roots sup­
port from White people [who} have been driven out,~ claiming 

Duke, observing that he's carried the district before in past Sen­
ate and Gubernatorial races. Cautious si nce [he GOP is perceived 
as "an ti-minority": in last year's mid-term eit.><:t ions, Republ icans 
barely caught 11 percent of the complete African American vote 
compared to 89 percem who went Democrat. Albeit a bi t more 
encouraging, only 37 percent of Hispanic voters went Republi­
can - 63 percent swung len. 

Conserv:ni"e commentators such as David Horowitz continue 
claiming its arbitral)', misguided ~bl.ind loyalty" to the lefi \\--rum drives 
Black support for Democrats. Right-leaning pundits I~ Armstrong 
Williams characterize informed Black voters as ~black sheep." There are 
tOO nlany strmegists, analysts, and commentators on the right who ron­
vcnicndy forget minority votcn an: nOt simply swayed by ~blind" faith . 
Minority voters arc simply reluctant 10 join a pany where some of its 
most prominent members may not be in their best interests. 

Recently, Senate Majority Leader Trent Lon (R-M ISS) and 
Rep. Bob Barr (R-GA) were blind-sided by re[X'ns of forgotten ties 

and keynotespetthes to a now in&mous un<krground knot of proud 
Southern separatists known as the Conservative Citizens Council 
(CCe). In search of mainstream acceptance, ranking CCC officers 
claim Lott is an "honorary member" of the outfit. Democrats w,nch 

the political embarrassment unfOld. snickering quietly about 10, 
even 20 seat gains sparked by a single Duke win. Black people jus­
tifiably recal l brutal memories of a S(.:grt'g:ltt:d South. Presem politi­
cal circumstances lead to predictable back-lashing, political conse­
quences. Handing Democrats more fuel to throw in the fire, Re­
publicans backed a washed-out H. Res. 12 1 which condemned all 
forms of racism, in opposition to the more viable HR 35, introductd 
by Florida Democrat Robot Wodo: Ratherthan back H.R 35, which 
specifically denounced the CCC, Republicans avoid the issue by 
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While Livingston and Republican National Comminee Chair­
man Jim Nicholson emphatically condemn Republicans support­
ing organizations with ~unacccplable views", some GOP insiders 
have actwlly dismissed such concerns describing overall minority 
tUrnout in the'98 mid-terms as ~low" compared to past elections. 
Still, it mauers not that turnout was comparatively low; what mat­
ters is that minorities an: overwhelmingly voting Democrat, thereby 

providing decisive electoral juice to the opposition. What is also 
interesting is that 98 percent of Black Republican candidates lost in 
the m id-term cycle. 

The GOP may need to also seriously investigate the extent of 
White-supremacist control within its ranks. BUI in the meantime, 
Republicans will need to find a message that can inspin: and em­
power minority voters, rather than angering and alienating them. 
In terms of a strong, crucial Black vote. that means reconsidering 
racially decisive topics such as Affirmative Aaion and Census 2000 
as crucial legislative priorities in &vor of existing, energetic puu­
forms such as rax or Social Security reform, community develop­
ment, entrepreneurship and educ.uion. While spTelding that ~, 
the GOP becomt'S aa::mible and present through the Black ffiia, 
churmes, [X'lirical and socia1 organizations. as ~I as business institu­
tions. Yes ... [hat takes time, money and commiouent - but the 
t.OVCIlt\lal pa~ff could be enomlOUS. To reach that [X'int fir.;t entails 

il1llmmuciy idemifYing and employing savvy, ~unger nlCSSCllgm who 
already carry ~t and credibility within their respeaive rommuni­
ties. Republicans must identifY effective leadership that can and 
will serve their communities in a conservative fashion. II 
C harles Fllison is DiTmor o/CommuniratiorIJ for thr Ripon Soci­
rty in Washington, D. C 
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